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APO 719

13 Decewber 194l

AG 201 ~ Barnes, Ceorge 4, (Off)
msé‘ . :

CURJECT: Recommendation for the sward of the ﬁistinguinhod Fl'ylﬁ.g Cross,

o * Commanding Genersl, 13th Air Foree, AP0 719,

1. Under the provisions of AR (00-A5, 22 September 1943, as amended,
and USAFFE Regulation 1030, it is recommended that: sy

i
e o

GEORGE A, BARNES st Lieutenant . OTYTOk
(Mame) , (Rank) - (ASK)

Pilot,

\Assigrmenl and Aeronautical nﬁing)

be awarded the Disbinguished [iying Uross for hereism displ&;& in the
performance of a rescue cparstion ou 16 September 1944,

fiome address: Maricera, Celifornia
Nearest reistive: MNrs Johnnette Barnes (Wife)
- Box 721 :
Yardcors, Californis

2., Lt Frorncy wis co-pllot of an 0/~104 whese mission was to support as an
air-sea rescuc unit, United States forces in their landing overations on
loretai Islan’ in the Halmsheras., Lt Barnes was proceeding to relieve another
plane which had been patrolling the area, Upon reaching his orbit point, it
. Barnes received iustructlons from the lavy control carrier to assist twe PT
boats in a rescue cperation, e proceeded to lolobata Cape in order to effect
this rescue, When Lt Barnes arrived at the rescue point, he discovered the
- situstion to be as follows: one fighter pilot had been shot down, a second
F6F fighter pilot had been covering this downed officer. The offlcer was
aflost in the water in a life raft and was being subjected to enemy Tire from
shore, from barges, and from two enemy fighters who were repeatedly making
passes at him, The airborne F&F fighter was sttempting to drive away the enemy
fighter planes but in the process was himself shot down. .VWhen Lt Barnes arrived
on the scene, the asirborme F6F pilot had been shot down and the pilot was
fleating in the water. He was within 200 yards of enemy positions on shore. On
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. Ltr, 5230th Compesite Rescus Group, APO 719, dtd 13 December 1944, subj:
"Recommendatien for the Award of the Distinguished Flying Crose®, Cont'd.

the other side of the downed pilot there were two Jap beorges and the pilot was
sub jected to the cross Tire from both enemy positicns. The enesy fighter planes
at this t.im hed left.

1t Barnes despite the fact that he was opomti.ng witheut friendiy fighter

cover and in theface of the intense fire from both ambti-aireraft and machine
guns from beth shore positions and barges, skilliully landed his PBY within
100 feet of the downed pilot. The englnes were not cut because of the need
of a guick take-sff, Throughout the entire rescue operation from the moment
of the spproach for landing until take-ofl 1t Barnes was subjected to fierce
enemy fire, shell bursis and machine guns, which came dangerously close, His
plane was holed in many places.

Upon landing, the first fighter pllot in the raft was found to be dead
but the second fighter pilot who wes in the water was successfully taken tbm'd
and rescued.

By his supreme courage snd instantaneous sctions in the face of most
extrese danger, by his deteruination and excellent Ilying ss-.’z.ll, Lt Zarnes
was instrumental in the suceess of the mission. ¥is actions in risking his
life to save that of another under ths direect fire of enesy guns is in :
keering with the highest tradition of the iir Forces.

3. lt Barmes Has recommendations pen",‘x.:_, for the following:
ltyr, 24 Fmergency Rescue Squadren, recommsndatlon for aw=rd of the Alr !l Pdm
dtd 1 Nov 4h., Ltr, 24 imergency Rescue Sjuw roa, recommendation for award oi
the 1lst Oak lLeaf Cluster to tie Alr Hedal, dtd 1 Dsc i4. (Action Pending).

3 ceritily that no portion of this service or action hes Leen used
as the basis for any previous recommendation for the awerd of a decoration
nor will it be used as the basis of a fubure award,

5. The services of Lt Barnes subsequent to this -survice or action
have been entirely henorable.

6. During the peried covered by this recommen ation the recommended
individual was sn ofiicer in the armed foreces of the United States.

7. The undersigned has personal inmowledge of the above facts; facts
stated are substantiasted by certilied official flight records of this
ercanization and such other records perscnally examined by the uudersigned.

8, All other ecrew members of Lt Y¥a gla's crew have been recciurended
for awards. :

WALLACE S. FORD,
Lt, Ool., Air Corps,
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