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. UNIT CITATIONS

B y direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive
Order No. 9396 (Section I, Bulletin 22, WD, 19l3), superseding Executiv.
Order No. 9075 (Section III, Bulletin 2, WD 1942), and of Scotien IV, Civ=
cular No. 333, WD, 1943, the following units are cited by the Commandin:-
General, Far Zast Air Forces:
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2ND EMERGENCY RESCUZ SGUADHON

The 2nd imergency Rescue Squadron is cited for outstanging perform-

nce of duty from 1 April 1945 to 15 April 1945 in conducting extensive
search, evacuation, and ferry missions throughout the vast area comprising
the Celebes and Molucea Islands in the Netherlands East Indies, the south-
ern Philippines, and the China coast. Flying through adverae weathcr in
low-gpeed, vulnerable, and practically unarmed aircraft, frequently without
fighter escort, crews of the squadron landed in dangerously heavy seas,
often under direct enemy shore fire, to pick up flyers in distress, Irom
a rescus station which the squadron had previously sstablished at Labo,
Mindanao, decep within enemy territory, they furnished several thousand gal-
lons of gasoline, stocks of arms and emmunition, food, medical and other
supplics to guerilla forces, who were thereby enables to maintein and expend
their activities and to provide valuable information and material aid %o
american ground ferces in that arca. The offcotivencss of the operations of
the squadron depended vitally upon the ground personnel who devoted long
hours of determincd and tirecless c¢ffort toward keeping all :ireraft in
excellent ocondition for flight, despite froguent damage from cnemy acticn
and from water landings and takc-offs. In 7 hazardous cpen sea rcscr 1 in
this 15-day period of intense and heightencd naval and air aotivitic . crews
of the squadron saved 23 lives, while the activities of the rescuc & =
on iindanao enabled 53 men to be evacuated from enemy territory, The ¢
ceptional courage, skill, and se¢lfless devotion to duty of the personne ¢
the 2nd Bmergency Rescue Squadron contributed dirsetly Yo the success of

the Borneo and Southern Philippines opecrations.,
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